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The Arkansas Democrat 7% (hazette difference

* The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette is the state’s largest newspaper and one of
the last statewide newspapers in America.

 The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette is a family-owned newspaper run by a fourth-
generation Arkansan.

* The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette provides thorough, thought-provoking
and objective news coverage seven days a week.

* The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette has an extensive digital reach
with an average of more than 1.2 million users per month
across mobile, desktop, tablet and smart TV platforms.

* The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette prides itself on
unbiased coverage. There is a clear separation \\ e

of the news and opinion. “ w

* The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette is guided by its
core values of journalism.
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Our statement of core values

“To give the news impartially, without fear or favor.”
(Adolph Ochs, 1858-1935)

Impartiality means reporting, editing, and delivering the
news honestly, fairly, objectively, and without personal
opinion or bias.

Credibility is the greatest asset of any news medium,
and impartiality is the greatest source of credibility.

To provide the most complete report, a news
organization must not just cover the news, but uncover
it. It must follow the story wherever it leads, regardless
of any preconceived ideas on what might be most
newsworthy.

The pursuit of truth is a noble goal of journalism. But
the truth is not always apparent or known immediately.
A journalist’s role is therefore not to determine what
they believe at that time to be the truth and reveal only
that to their readers, but rather to report as completely

and impartially as possible all verifiable facts so that
readers can, based on their own knowledge and

experience, determine what they believe to be the truth.

When a newspaper delivers both news and opinions, the
impartiality and credibility of the news organization can
be questioned. To minimize this as much as possible
there needs to be a sharp and clear distinction between
news and opinion, both to those providing and
consuming the news.

“A newspaper has five constituencies, including first its

readers, then advertisers, then employees, then
creditors, then shareholders. As long as the newspaper

keeps those constituencies in that order, especially its
readers first, all constituencies will be well served.”
(Walter Hussman, 1906-1988)

— Walter Hussman, Jr.
Publisher 1991-2022
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Dedicated to community journalism

With mounting pressure to produce For over two centuries, our dedicated
content quickly, some journalism team has stood as a beacon of truth
sources may sacrifice quality and in our community. The Arkansas
accuracy. This both damages the Democrat-Gazette isn’t just a news
reputation of the news source and outlet; we are the guardians of
shakes the public’s trust in the transparency, accountability and

general media. democracy itself.

WE BELIEVE THE NEWS IS FOR EVERONE.



) Arkansas Democrat %x (hazette
4 COMMUNITY JOURNALISM PROJECT

Why create a
community fund?
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* A newspaper has two primary sources of revenue: advertising and subscriptions.
Like other newspapers across the country, the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette has
struggled financially in these two areas.

* Despite these challenges, the shareholders remain dedicated to having a robust
newsroom that deeply investigates the issues in our state.

* It is our mission to inform, entertain and empower our communities with quality
journalism. We dive deep into the stories that shape our state.

* To maintain this commitment to produce the best local news, the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette needs support from the community.

TOGETHER, WE CAN ENSURE
THE FUTURE OF ARKANSAS NEWS.
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The value

Local news coverage is the lens
through which we witness our
community's pulse. It's the voice
that brings forth stories of resilience,
innovation and change - stories that
unite us in our common experiences.
By rallying behind local news, you
help preserve our ability to bring the
best local reporting to Arkansans.

Local news coverage is vital for the
civic health of a community. It is
the foundation of a healthy and
vibrant community. Supporting local
independent journalism enhances
the quality of historic information
on record.
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Success stories

The Seattle Times

- A pioneer in raising community support and funds for public-service journalism

- Expanded to five projects making an impact in the area
- Has raised more than $10 million in community donations since 2013

Che Post and Courier

- Public Service and Investigative Fund focuses on upholding transparency in South Carolina

- Second campaign goal to raise $100,000 in 100 days reached nearly $500,000
- Has raised more than $2.6 million in community donations since 2020
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Measuring our
commitment to
community journalism
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A tale of two papers

Wednesday, February 7 editions

LOS ANGELES TIMES

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

PAGES

METRO POPULATION
TOTAL NEWS SPACE
LOCAL STAFF REPORT
SPORTS SECTION
TOTAL NEWS REPORT
WIRE SERVICES

OWNERSHIP

28
12,872,322
23.52 pages
19 articles
10 articles
41 articles

AP - YES
New York Times - NO
Washington Post - NO

California Times (local)

40
760,933
33.1 pages
46 articles

24 articles
108 articles

AP - YES
New York Times - YES
Washington Post - YES

WEHCO Newspapers (local)

i B |
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A tale of two papers

Friday, February 9 editions
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ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

PAGES

METRO POPULATION
TOTAL NEWS SPACE
LOCAL STAFF REPORT
SPORTS SECTION
TOTAL NEWS REPORT
WIRE SERVICES

OWNERSHIP

26

7,943,685
22.4 pages
18 articles
25 articles
65 articles

AP - YES
New York Times - NO
Washington Post - YES

DallasNews Corporation
(local)

44

760,933
34.4 pages
38 articles
18 articles
105 articles

AP - YES

New York Times - YES
Washington Post - YES
WEHCO Newspapers
(local)

12
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The costs of quality journalism
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Say a news conference occurs at 10 a.m. The reporter typically listens to what is said and asks
questions, but he or she can spend hours making phone calls and conducting research. A complex
story takes time to report and write.

SOME STORIES TAKE DAYS, WEEKS, MONTHS OR YEARS

ories can Involve reviewing thousands of pages of documents. Sometimes the arrival of
documents is delayed by officials who refuse to follow the public records law. Finding the right
people to interview takes time, as does repeatedly trying to connect with those dodging a
reporter’s calls. The interview itself can last hours; so can the review of notes or recordings. Travel
consumes time. The more complicated a story, the longer it takes to write it.

EXPERTISE COSTS EXTRA

News reporters must be able to decipher statistics and financial reports; know the tricks to getting
through government bureaucracy; and turn a mountain of notes into a story that’s clear and
accurate for readers.

TIME = MONE

Data analysis, double-checking information, finding hard-to-reach sources, making sure all sides
are included, accurately reporting and writing — all of these take time and time costs money.
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How you can
make a difference
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Making an impact '
In the current climate of the news industry,

ST N LRGN CINEL I REF-{EL for those who have decided to stay in the business. For-profit
newspapers that survive by keeping a close eye on expenditures find themselves losing

candidates to non-profit news organizations that offer higher salaries and more expensive
benefits. Worse, some experienced journalists get out of the business because they worry

about the sustainability of news organizations.

A donation to the Community Journalism Project helps the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette retain

R RCH R GQERITGEUS RV ERVL NIl S GHERUEIANERCE R ME -8 Among those are

stories on wrongdoing by public officials; the impact of policy decisions on the people affected;
and how Arkansas compares with other states in matters such as health, taxation and the
environment.

A DONATION WILL HELP US KEEP YOU INFORMED ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY AND STATE.
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Sustaining our newsroom

* Donations to the Community Journalism Project help cover the expenses of newsroom staff
salaries and travel expenses to send reporters and photographers around the state. These funds
also give the newsroom to access to additional tools, technology and continuing education that
help deliver enhanced news coverage to Arkansas communities.

* With additional fundraising, the newsroom can increase in-depth investigative reporting on urgent
and critical issues facing Arkansas. Your financial support can help expand coverage of central
Arkansas communities and strengthen local reporting on:

- Education
- Military
- Healthcare

- Poverty

Donations will NOT be used for:

* Non-newsroom operating * The production of wire * Purchases not tied directly to
expenses or opinion content local journalism

* Fundraising expenses * Subscription marketing
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Transparency at the core

* The names of Community Journalism Project donors are

published for readers, unless they choose to remain anonymous.

 The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette news staff operates
independently of donors.

* The news staff maintains full control over content.
* Donors do not have access to stories prior to publication.

THANK YOU

for investing in your community

The people shown have Danor name Donor name
given doaations since

August 17, 2024, to the Donor name Donor name
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette's Donor name Donor name
Community Journalism

Project Thank you foc betog DOROE NS0 Kicsmr Man
a part of our Journey, for Donor name Donor name
believtng tn the power of Dance name Donor name
local journalism and for

champtontng the cause of Donor name Donof name
democracy. Danor name Donor name
Your donation, whether large Danor name e
or small, 15 an investment Danor name Donor name
In transparency and Donor name Donor name
accountabilsty. Stand with us

as we write the next chapter of Danor name Donor name
our state’s narrative. Together, Donor name Donor name
we can champton a future i o name

butlt on the pillars of Informed
dedston-making and a thriving

community.

Together, we are unireakable,
To donate go to:

arcommunitynews.org Arkansas Democrat % (hazetie

B COMMUNITY
You smay seo sand & cheok st JOURNALISM PROJECT
;’:T‘:nrov:ws:u 51110, et SR et
Lietla Rinck, AR, 72202 H““:,mmﬂ’- -t
T i

The Community Journalism Project and all contributions are administered by the

Arkansas Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit headquartered in Little Rock.

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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An opportunity for change

As a community, we are
more than spectators -
we are co-authors of
our story.

Your financial support
plays a pivotal role in
enabling the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette to
continue its relentless
pursuit of truth and
safeguarding the
essence of democracy.

With your contribution,
you're planting seeds
that blossom into
stories that matter.

You're nurturing the
growth of a community
where facts triumph
over fiction and where
informed citizens drive
positive change.

Help support journalism
that digs deeper into
topics that matter most
to Arkansans.

Your donation, whether
large or small, is an
investment in

transparency and
accountability.

Stand with us as we
write the next chapter of

our community's
narrative.

Together, we can
champion a future built
on the pillars of
informed decision-
making and a thriving
democracy.

20
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Rooted in the past, dedicated to the future

The Arkansas Democrat-

Gazette asks for your - | —_—
quality and integrity of '

community journalism.

Your donation will allow our

newsroom to allocate
resources for enhanced local
coverage and more in-depth
reporting. Help us continue
to give a voice to the
overlooked and hold the
powerful accountable.
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Making an impact: arcommunitynews.org

o &

One-time donation Monthly pledge
7
‘@ /E? CONTACT
’\ Staci Miller

smiller@
arkansasonline.com

Annual partnership Estate planning 501-399-3625
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